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Sergeant Donald Foisie was wounded
several times, and received the Purple
Heart that day. He stayed in the
United States Army until 1962. He
came back to Atascocita, Texas—down
the street from me—and he had several
businesses. He worked for a corpora-
tion in Houston. That corporation was
an international corporation, and from
time to time they would fly the flag of
the country that they were hosting
that day. When Donald Foisie saw that
one of those flags, on one day that he
was working, was the Red Chinese—as
he called them—Communist flag, he re-
fused to go to work. He didn’t believe
that the Chinese flag ought to fly on
American soil. That’s the kind of guy
he was.

He spent the rest of his life letting
Americans know about the Korean war.
Last year, he was at Creekwood Middle
School in Kingwood, Texas where the
Creekwood Middle School kids honored
the veterans of Hill 303—those who
were murdered—and had a memorial.
He was there, along with many South
Koreans, and Ambassador Park from
South Korea and myself were there.

Last year, he also attended the Me-
morial Day service at the veterans
cemetery in Houston, and this is where
that photograph was taken. He was sa-
luting a crowd of several thousand who
had given him a standing ovation after
his story was told. You see, he looks
pretty good. He’s 81 in this photograph.
This week, Donald Foisie, TUnited
States Army, 1st Cavalry Division—
he’s still wearing his hat—died. He will
be buried this Friday at this same cem-
etery that he was standing in and hon-
oring on Memorial Day.

He was quite a guy. He was married
to Rita for 60 years. He had three
kids—Donna, Daniel, and David. He
wrote several books. He was in the air-
conditioning business, and he worked
as a security guard when his knees got
bad. But he spent most of his life let-
ting America know about his buddies
in Korea in 1950—‘‘the forgotten war,”
as he called it. He wants us to remem-
ber what occurred many years ago
when young Americans—Kkids—went
over to lands they’d never seen and
fought for people they had never
known, all in the name of securing lib-
erty and America’s interest.

So, today, we honor Sergeant Foisie
and his family for his service in the
United States Army, for being a true
patriot, a true American, a great
Texan, and a person who never gave
ground.

And that’s just the way it is.

——————

10-YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF IRAQ
WAR

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. LEE) for 5 minutes.

Ms. LEE of California. Today is a sol-
emn anniversary, a tragedy that began
10 years ago when President George W.
Bush launched a war of choice in Iraq,
driving our country into a costly, bit-
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ter conflict based on falsehoods and hy-
perbole. It took President Obama’s ful-
filling his campaign promise to end the
Iraq war, and we are grateful that he
brought the war to an end, but we must
not forget how we got into the war in
the first place so that these mistakes
are not repeated.

We were told there were weapons of
mass destruction. We were warned
about mushroom clouds. Now, I offered
an amendment at the time that would
have taken us down a different path. It
would have required the United States
to work through the United Nations,
using inspectors and maximizing diplo-
macy and inspections to determine
whether or not Iraq was developing
weapons of mass destruction. Unfortu-
nately, my amendment failed by a vote
of 72-355.

What happened from there? We all
know the tragic consequences: Presi-
dent Bush dragged this country into an
unnecessary war. No weapons of mass
destruction were ever found. The costs
of the Iraq war soared far beyond what
was projected, and we lost 4,400 Amer-
ican troops in Iraq, and over 32,000 were
wounded, not to mention Iraqgis.

Once the war started, many of us in
Congress quickly organized. Led by
Congresswoman MAXINE WATERS and
my good friend former Congresswoman
Lynn Woolsey and myself, we founded
the Out of Iraq Caucus. Over 80 Mem-
bers joined. Thankfully, on May 25,
2005, Congresswoman Woolsey intro-
duced the first amendment to bring our
troops home. From what I remember,
there were about 132 votes that that
amendment received, but that was not
enough to stop the war. It was our way,
though, to join the hundreds of thou-
sands of people who marched and pro-
tested against what they knew was a
war based on misleading information
by the Bush administration. Many in
this House supported my amendment
every year to cut the funding for com-
bat operations and to only appropriate
funding for the safe and orderly with-
drawal of our troops and our contrac-
tors.

Now, we would have saved hundreds
of lives had this body used the power of
the purse strings to stop this war.
Shame on us. Ten years later, today,
the full consequences and costs of the
Iraq war remain to be seen.

According to a new study by the Wat-
son Institute at Brown University, the
war in Iraq has cost $1.7 trillion, with
an additional $490 billion in benefits
owed to our veterans. Most impor-
tantly, we paid for this war most trag-
ically in loss of life and injury, and we
poured billions of dollars into nation-
building in Iraq with little oversight or
accountability. The Special Inspector
General for Iraq Reconstruction issued
his final report to Congress last month,
detailing the billions of United States
tax dollars lost to waste, fraud, and
abuse.

Speaking with an Iraqi official, Spe-
cial Inspector Stuart Bowen was told:
You can fly in a helicopter around
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Baghdad and other cities, but you can-
not point a finger to a single project
that was built and completed by the
United States.

Unfortunately, these lost opportuni-
ties and tragic mistakes are not behind
us. As the daughter of a 25-year veteran
of the Armed Forces, I recognize the
sacrifices our young men and women
have made in Iraq and continue to
make in Afghanistan. I am deeply con-
cerned with the widespread incidences
of PTSD and the alarming suicide rates
among our returning veterans. We need
to honor our troops who served and
show our support by giving our men
and women who served the best health
care, the best educational opportuni-
ties and the best jobs available. They
deserve nothing less.

It is my hope that this reckless and
shortsighted decision will mark a turn-
ing point in American history and that
we will never again wage an unneces-
sary war. We must use all the tools of
American power in resolving disputes,
including diplomacy, and we must have
sufficient congressional debate. We
only debated this go-to-war resolution
for probably a couple of hours. We need
more debate and oversight before ever
putting another U.S. soldier in harm’s
way.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, just like in
Iraq, there is no military solution in
Afghanistan. We need to bring the war
in Afghanistan to an accelerated end
and bring our troops home now. Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr., in expressing
his sentiment during a different war,
said: The bombs in Vietnam explode at
home—they destroy the hopes and pos-
sibilities of a decent America.

So let us put this decade of perpetual
warfare behind us, invest in our vet-
erans, our children, and get about the
business of mnation-building here at
home.

——
J 1030

CONGRATULATING DR. JOSEPH
SCHRODT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. RODNEY DAVIS) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, every time I walk onto this
floor, it is such an honor and a privi-
lege to be able to represent the great
citizens of central and southwestern I1-
linois, the citizens that have given me
this opportunity that humbles me
every time we walk through those
doors and every time we are able to
stand here in this institution and offer
what our visions for America are.
There are vast differences in our vi-
sions for America between many par-
ties. Fortunately, though, there are a
lot of similarities and our willingness
to begin working together to craft a vi-
sion for America that the hardworking
taxpayers of this country want and de-
serve.

But another great honor that this in-
stitution allows is to actually honor
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